THE   ROARING   BLAZE	l6l
pies with their overhanging brows pointed in the middle,
struck the note of ideality, and conquered the animalism of
the man. It was this cataclysmal -violence of difference,
this trenchant contrast, that made him what he was. In
him there were two inimical characters, the character of
the saint, the character of the ram. That of the saint van-
quished that of the ram: but the poignant struggle over-
threw the mental balance of the saint. His proper place
was not the Convent of San Marco in Florence: but the
Hospital of Santo Spirito in Rome.1
So in sorrow, in anger, in horrid uncertainty, the year
1497 ended.
After the coronation of Don Federigo de Aragona as
King of Naples, Cardinal Cesare (detto Borgia) an-
nounced a determination which he had nourished since the
murder of the Duke of Gandia, Whether he was the Pope's
bastard or another's, it was his pose to aggrandise the
House of Borgia; moreover he was young, only twenty-
four years of age, and of an ardent and forceful habit of
mind and body, Don Gioffredo Borgia was occupied with
his wife Madonna Sanaa de Aragona and his principality
of Squillace; and his age of seventeen years did not ren-
der him a capable representative of his illustrious House.
Cardinal Cesare felt that his scarlet hat debarred him from
the pursuits for which Nature had devised him. The foes
of Borgia were active on all sides: the territories of the
Holy See were a hot-bed of revolt. Sf orza sulked in Milan;
Orsini, never forgetful of injury, entrenched themselves
in their strongholds; their fierce brigands ravaged the
country far and wide: and there was no Borgia to hold
them in check. Wherefore Cardinal Cesare requested leave
to renounce his cardinalate, to receive secular rank, to
marry a royal princess, that he might be free to adopt a
1 The Roman phrase "to go to Santo Spirito" means "to go mad"

